A History of the Golden Retriever in British Columbia

(For a more extensive overview of Golden Retriever history in Canada, please refer to the Golden
Retriever Club of Canada website: https://grcc.net/history/ )

References: Golden Retriever Club of Canada Hall of Fame - First 60 years 1927-1986. 1988.
The New Golden Retriever by Marcia Schlehr, 1996.

The first appearances of the Golden Retriever in North America were through family connections of
Sir Dudley Coutts Marjoribanks (Lord Tweedmouth), who founded the breed at his estate, Guisachan,
in Scotland. The first Golden Retriever litter was born there in 1868. Lord Tweedmouth’s son, Archie,
spent time in the 1890’s in both Texas and Canada with his Golden, Lady. His daughter, Ishbel
Marjoribanks, Lady Aberdeen, also came to Canada with her husband, who served as Governor
General from 1891-1894. The Aberdeen’s purchased what became the Coldstream Ranch in Vernon,
BC in 1891 as a summer escape but also working ranch with stock and fruit growing farm. It is likely
that a Golden or two made a visit to the ranch during their ownership, which was until about 1919. It is
possible that members of the military returning from overseas and retiring British officers brought
Goldens from the United Kingdom to North America in the early years of the breed.

The Canadian Kennel Club first recognized the Golden Retriever in 1927. Judy of Westholme, born
May 8, 1926, was owned by B.M. Armstrong, who resided in Manitoba. Bart Armstrong established
his kennel around 1918 and registered Gilnockie as his kennel name in 1922, one of the first ever
registered with the Canadian Kennel Club. Upon his passing, the Gilnockie kennel name transferred
to Col. Samuel Magoffin, of Rockhaven Kennels, who in turn, partnered in its use with his brother
John Rogers Magoffin, in Colorado. The Rockhaven and Gilnockie Golden Retrievers were significant
in the development of the breed in North America, especially through the importation of BIS Am. Can.
CH. Speedwell Pluto OS, SDHF from England.

John and Samuel Magoffin Christopher Burton


https://grcc.net/history/

Rockhaven Kennels:

Rockhaven Kennels were founded in
North Vancouver, BC in 1928 by Col.
Samuel Magoffin. His home and estate
were on oceanfront in West Vancouver,
but the kennels were in the Lynnmour
area of North Vancouver, near the
waterfront and Magoffin’s place of
business. The Rockhaven sign was still
present at the end of the estate driveway
in recent years.

Through his business dealings, Samuel
Magoffin fortuitously became friends with
Christopher Burton and asked him to
recommend a good gun dog. Chris told
him about the Golden Retriever, having e M o
hunted with his brother-in-law’s Golden in England before emigrating to Canada In 1930 the Wheels
were set in motion to import a young, gun-trained male from England. Speedwell Pluto travelled by
ship to Halifax and then by train across Canada. Due to Col. Magoffin’s contacts with the railway, the
Golden was well taken care of and regularly exercised at every stop enroute. Chris Burton related
how Col. Magoffin was so delighted upon meeting Pluto after his long journey and stated that he was
a “wonderful” dog.

Pluto became the first Golden Retriever Best In Show winner in North America and is recognized as a
GRCC outstanding sire and a member of the Show Dog Hall of Fame. He was shown in conformation
and regularly hunted. He is regarded as the foundation sire of the breed in North America. According
to Marcia Schlehr’s book, The New Golden Retriever, eighteen of the first thirty-five Canadian Golden
Retriever champions bore the Rockhaven prefix, and including the dogs that came from other
breeders, twenty-four of the first thirty-five Golden champions were from Rockhaven.

BIS Am. Can. CH Speedwell Pluto O.S. SDHF
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Can. and Am. Ch. SPEEDWELL PLUTO (Imp.)
Ch. Michael of Moreton ex Speedwell Emerald.

At Stud:
Can. & Am. CH. SPEEDWELL PLUTO (Imp.);
CH. ROCKHAVEN HAROLD;
CH. ROCKHAVEN ROCKET.

Puppies For Sale from proven bloodlines as workers and
winners on the bench. Kindly and affectionate dispositions,
easy to train and handle, and all perfectly conditioned and
developed. ‘

Correspondence a pleasure.’

Rockhaven advertisement 1934

These dogs are (from left to right): Canadian Champions Rockhaven Lempi, Rockhaven Lassie (daughter of
Speedwell Pluto), American and Canadian Ch. Rockhaven Harold, Rockhaven Amber, Rockhaven Maihi, and
American and Canadian Champions Speedwell Pluto and Wilderness Tangerine (mother of Lassie).

The Rockhaven dogs not only competed on the bench but were regularly hunted and competed in
field trials. This is where the major interest in a gun dogs lay in the early days. Christopher Burton
owned three generations of Goldens in a direct line from Ch. Speedwell Pluto. Chris was an active
hunter and field trial enthusiast and always believed it was important for the breed to fulfil its original
purpose as a retriever.



Life Members Jack Reid (1905-1987) and Christopher Burton (1898-1983)

In 1970, The Golden Retriever Club of Canada approved the formation of the B.C. Chapter of the
GRCC after a request from Jack Reid. At this time, the Club was field oriented and ran licensed field
trials. Christopher Burton became a GRCC Life Member in 1970 and Jack Reid in 1973. In 1974, the
Chapter decided to change its name to the Golden Retriever Club of BC and become a separate
entity. This was approved by the GRCC and Canadian Kennel Club in December 1974.

The late GRCBC Life Member, Evelyn Smith, owned and trained the first Champion, UDT Golden
Retriever in Canada. Can. CH Mossbank's Golden Honey Can UDT (10/9/1959-6/21/1971), earned
this distinction in 1964.

The Golden Retriever Club of BC continued to grow and expand its activities from field trial focused
activities to include working certificate tests, hunt tests, specialty shows, obedience, rally and tracking
trials, educational programs and more. The membership grew from twelve original members to close
to 150 in 2024.

PNE Dog Show Booster 1973
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Bob Reid doing a
retrieving demo at the
Sportsman’s Show



A Tribute to Goldrange Kennels: Bob & Shirley Reid

Goldrange Kennels, owned by Jack and Phyllis
Reid along with their son Bob and his wife,
Shirley, were influential breeders of Golden
Retrievers. Jack became active with the breed in
the late 1950’s and his Goldrange Kennels
provided the foundation stock for many breeders
that followed in western Canada. He was also a
good friend of Christopher Burton.

Goldrange Kennels were eventually established
just east off 200th St. on 72nd Avenue in
Langley, now developed with townhouses. It was
the site of many early Club activities, from fun W :
days to training sessions at the pond. Jack’s wife Phyllis was always a gracious hostess. Jack
imported dogs from prominent English kennels, including Am.Can.Ch. Goldrange Fine Fella of Yeo
(Ranger), Ch. Keystone of Yeo, Ch. Dorinda of Yeo, and Ch. Wendy of Yeo CD, all from Lucille
Sawtell (of Yeo). He also imported from Camrose Kennels in the UK. Am. Can. Ch. Curranhall's Karo
of Goldrange GRCC O.S., SDHF, bred by GRCBC Life Member Gordon Begg, was a son of Ranger
and owned by the Reids. Karo was an influential sire and grand sire of one of Canada’s top wining
Goldens multi-BIS BISS Am.Can. CH Gretchen’s Chivas Regal CDX, WC GRCC OS SDHF (Turk).

Jack was active in both field trials and conformation shows and was a familiar sight in the ring,
decked out in his cowboy hat and boots. He was a life member of the Golden Retriever Clubs of
Canada and BC, and one of the founders of the BC Club, initially the Golden Retriever Club of
Canada (B.C. Chapter), which later became the G.R.C.B.C. in 1975. He held a number of offices in
the Club and while a strongly opinionated man, he willingly helped many new fanciers learn the ropes
in the dog world. He treasured his Goldens.

Some of the influential sires owned or bred by Goldrange:

Am.Can. Ch. Curranhall's Karo of Goldrange Am. Can.Ch. Goldrange Fine Fella of Yeo O.S.
GRCC O.S., SDHF (Karo) (Ranger)
with handler Pat Tripp
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Ch. Keystone of Yeo (Stoney) Ch. Goldrange Radar Camelot (Cam)

Guide Dogs for the Blind (CA)
Pups sired by Karo

AV % % 70 2 7%
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Training at the Goldrange Pond

At the home in Burnaby, in the early years. Jack with (L to R) Oro Del Norte CDX TD,
Rusticana Vagabond Rayny, 3 mos. Raynorth's Pinehurst Nika CDX TD|



